Department  of  Public  Safety 
Uniform  Crime  Reporting  Unit 
1010  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02215 


FOR  RELEASE: 

6  P.M. ,  EDT,  Saturday 

October  17,  1987. 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Figures   used   in   this  release  are  submitted  voluntarily  by   law  enforcement  agencies 
throughout   the  Commonwealth.    Individuals   using   these   tabulations  are  cautioned 
against  drawing  conclusions   by  making  direct  comparisons   between  cities  due  to  the 
existence  of  numerous   factors  which  effect   the  amount  and  type  of  crime  from  place 
to  place.   Some  of   these  factors  are  listed   in   the  annual   Uniform  Crime  Reports. 
More  valid  use  can  be  made  of  these  figures  by  determining  deviations   from  national 
or  state  averages   and   through  comparisons  with  average  cities  or   towns   in  similar 
population  groups.    It   is   important  to  remember   that  crime   is  a   social    problem  and, 
therefore,  a  concern  of  the  entire  community.   The  efforts  of  law  enforcement  are 
limited   to  factors  within  its  control. 
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Crime  trend  statistics  released  today  by  the  Massachusetts  Crime  Reporting  Unit  in  its  Semi- 
annual Crime  Index  Report  for  1987,  covering  January  through  June,   1987,   indicates  that  serious 
crime  in  the  Commonwealth  decreased  1.1%  overall. 

Further  analysis  of  these  1987  statistics  revealed  that  violent  crime  increased  0.4%  while 
property  crime  decreased  1.3%.     The  statistical  results  in  the  Crime  Index  Report  were  compiled 
after  analysis  of  crime  reports  submitted  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit  by  282  local  and  state 
law  enforcement  agencies. 

The  Semi-Annual  Crime  Trend  Report     showed  that  an  adjusted  total  of  108  924  crimes  were  reported 
during-  the  first  six  months  of  1987  as  compared  to  a  total  of  110,115  crimes  for  the  same  perioa 
of  19le      Of  the  108,924  crime  index  offenses  reported,  13,660  or  12.5%  were  crimes  of  violence 
and  95,264  or  87.5%  were  property  crimes. 

The  seven  serious  crimes  which  make  up  the  crime  index  for  the  Commonwealth  break  down  into  the 
following  percentages( crime  trends): 

ROBBERY:      -8.57c     BURGLARY:  -3.47c 


MURDER: 


+  13.2 


-22.  41*     FORCIBLE  RAPE 

+  5. 67c  LARCENY-THEFT 


-1.95c     MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT:  +2.57* 


AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT: 

Seventy  homicides  were  reported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1987,  accounting  for   ,067c  of 
Se  ptal  crime  Ldex.     The  other  offenses  separate  into  the  following  volumes  and  percentages 


CRIME 


TOTAL  INDEX 


%  OF  TOTAL 


FORCIBLE  RAPE  774 

ROBBERY  4,785 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT  8,035 

BURGLARY  23,867 

LARCENY-THEFT  49,513 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT  21,884 

Six  of  the  larger  cities  in  the  Commonwealth  accounted  for  the  following  amounts  and  percen- 
tages (rounded): 
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CITY 

AMOUNT 

BOSTON 

33,474 

CAMBRIDGE 

3,179 

FALL  RIVER 

3,675 

NEW  BEDFORD 

3,264 

SPRINGFIELD 

5, 125 

WORCESTER 

5,  363 

ALL  OTHER  CONTRIBUTORS 

54 , 844 

30.7 
2.9 
3.4 
3.0 
4.7 
4.9 
50.4 

Of  the  seventy  homicides  reported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1987,  23  were  committed  by 
handgun,  4  by  rifle/shotgun,   30  by  knife  or  other  sharp  instrument,   8  by  other  dangerous 
weapons,  and  5  by  hands,   fists,  or  feet. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  reported  1,070  offenses  of  arson  during  the  first  six  months  of 
1987.     Arson  of  mobile  property (motor  vehicles,  trailers    airplanes,  boats    etc.)  a«oun 
ted  for  621  or  58.0%  of  the  arsons  reported;  structural  fires  accounted  for  378  arsons  or 
35.3%;   and  the  "all  other"  category  ( crops ,  timber,   fences,  signs    etc .  >  acco^f  .  n%r™*ion 
remaining  71  or  6.6%.     The  total  reported  loss  from  arson  was  $10,789  531.     This  information 
was  compiled  from  monthly  reports  submitted  by  some  272  agencies  which  represent  96.5,  of 
our  contributors. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1987,  1,002  assaults  on  police  officers  in  line  of  duty  were 
reported  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit.     This  shows  a  trend  increase  of  5.9, 


Department  of  Public  Safety 
Uniform  Crime  Reporting  Unit 
1010  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02215 


FOR  RELEASE: 

6  P.M.,  EDT,  Saturday 

October  17,  1987. 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Figures   used   in   this   release  are  submitted   voluntarily  by   law  enforcement  agencies 
throughout   the  Commonwealth.    Individuals  using   these   tabulations  are  cautioned 
against  drawing  conclusions  by  making  direct  comparisons   between  cities  due  to  the 
existence  of  numerous   factors  which  effect   the  amount  and   type  of  crime  from  place 
to  place.    Some  of   these   factors  are   listed    in   the  annual    Uniform  Crime  Reports. 
More  valid  use  can  be  made  of  these  figures  by  determining  deviations   from  national 
or  state  averages  and  through  comparisons  with  average  cities  or  towns   in  similar 
population  groups.    It   is   important   to  remember   that  crime   is  a   social   problem  and, 
therefore,  a  concern  of  the  entire  community.   The  efforts  of   law  enforcement  are 
limited   to  factors  within  its  control. 
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Crime  trend  statistics  released  today  by  the  Massachusetts  Crime  Reporting  Unit  in  its  Semi- 
Annual  Crime  Index  Report  for  1987,   covering  January  through  June,   1987,   indicates  that  serious 
crime  in  the  Commonwealth  decreased  1.1%  overall. 

Further  analysis  of  these  1987  statistics  revealed  that  violent  crime  increased  0.4%  while 
property  crime  decreased  1.3%.     The  statistical  results  in  the  Crime  Index  Report  were  compiled 
after  analysis  of  crime  reports  submitted  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit  by  282  local  and  state 
law  enforcement  agencies. 

The  Semi-Annual  Crime  Trend  Report     showed  that  an  adjusted  total  of  108,924  crimes  were  reported 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1987  as  compared  to  a  total  of  110,115  crimes  for  the  same  period 
of  1986.     Of  the  108,924  crime  index  offenses  reported,   13,660  or  12.5%  were  crimes  of  violence 
and  95,264  or  87.5%  were  property  crimes. 

The  seven  serious  crimes  which  make  up  the  crime  index  for  the  Commonwealth  break  down  into  the 
following  percentages( crime  trends): 


MURDER : 


-22. 4%     FORCIBLE  RAPE:      +13.2  ROBBERY 


-8.5"; 


BURGLARY : 


-3.4% 


AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT: 


+5.6%     LARCENY -THEFT : 


-1.97c     MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT:  +2.5% 


Seventy  homicides  were  reported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1987,   accounting  for   .06%  of 
the  total  crime  index.     The  other  offenses  separate  into  the  following  volumes  and  percentages: 


CRIME 

FORCIBLE  RAPE 
ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 
BURGLARY 
LARCENY -THEFT 
MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 


TOTAL  INDEX 

774 
4  ,  785 
8,035 
23, 867 
49, 513 
21 , 884 


OF  TOTAL 


4 
7 
21 
45 
20 


Six  of  the  larger  cities  in  the  Commonwealth  accounted  for  the  following  amounts  and  percen- 
tages ( rounded) : 


CITY 

AMOUNT 

%  OF  TOTAL  INDEX 

BOSTON 

33,474 

30.7 

CAMBRIDGE 

3, 179 

2.9 

FALL  RIVER 

3,675 

3.4 

NEW  BEDFORD 

3,264 

3.0 

SPRINGFIELD 

5, 125 

4  .  7 

WORCESTER 

5,363 

4.9 

ALL  OTHER  CONTRIBUTORS 

54, 844 

50.4 

Of  the  seventy  homicides  reported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1987,  23  were  committed  by 
handgun,  4  by  rifle/shotgun,   30  by  knife  or  other  sharp  instrument,   8  by  other  dangerous 
weapons,  and  5  by  hands,   fists,  or  feet. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  reported  1,070  offenses  of  arson  during  the  first  six  months  of 
1987.  Arson  of  mobile  property (motor  vehicles,  trailers,  airplanes,  boats,  etc.)  accoun- 
ted for  621  or  58.0%  of  the  arsons  reported;  structural  fires  accounted  for  378  arsons  or 
35.3%;  and  the  "all  other"  category ( crops ,  timber,  fences,  signs,  etc.)  accounted  for  the 
remaining  71  or  6.6%.  The  total  reported  loss  from  arson  was  $10,789,531.  This  information 
■was  compiled  from  monthly  reports  submitted  by  some  272  agencies  which  represent  96.5*  of 
our  contributors. 


During  the  first  six  months  of  1987,  1,002  assaults  on  police  officers  in  line  of  duty  were 
reported  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit.     This  shows  a  trend  increase  of  5.95 
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PLEASE  NOTE 

Figures  used  in  this  release  are  submitted  voluntarily  by  law  enforcement  agencies 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.    Individuals  using  these  tabulations  are  cautioned 
against  drawing  conclusions  by  making  direct  comparisons  between  cities  due  to  the 
existence  of  numerous  factors  which  effect  the  amount  and  type  of  crime  from  place 
to  place.   Some  of  these  factors  are  listed  in  the  annual   Uniform  Crime  Reports. 
More  valid  use  can  be  made  of  these  figures  by  determining  deviations  from  national 
or  state  averages  and  through  comparisons  with  average  cities  or  towns  in  similar 
population  groups.    It  is  important  to  remember  that  crime  is  a  social   problem  and, 
therefore,  a  concern  of  the  entire  community.   The  efforts  of  law  enforcement  are 
limited   to  factors  within  its  control. 
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Assault  glary  Theft  Theft  Change 


Acton 
Agawam 

Ames bury 

Amherst 

Andover 

Arlington 

Ashland 

Athol 

Attleboro 

Auburn 

Barnstable 

Bedford 

Bellingham 

Belmont 

Beverly 

Blllerlca 

Boston 

Bourne 

Braintree 

Bridgewater 

Brockton 

Brook  line 

Burlington 

Cambridge 

Canton 

Chelmsford 

Chelsea 

Chicopee 

Clinton 

Danvers 

Darmoutb 

Dedham 

Dennis 

Dracut 

Dux bury 

E . Longmeadow 

Easthampton 

Easton 

Everett 

Fall  River 

Falmouth 

Fitchburg 

Foxboro 

Framing ham 

Franklin 

Gardner 

Gloucester 

Grafton 

Haverhill 

Bingham 

Holden 

Holllston 

Budson 

Hull 

Ipswich 

Lawrence 

Lecminster 

Lex. ngton 

Longr  <>adow 

Lowell 

Ludloi. 

Lynn 

Lynnfield 

Maiden 

Mansfield 

Marblehead 

Marlboro 

Marshfield 

Kedfield 

Medford 

Melrose 


Incomplete  data  for  this  report  period. 
X»  No  data  for  this  period. 
NA"  Trend  not  calculated  due  to  incomplete  data. 


1984 

188 

1985 

1984 

2586 

1985 

1984 

1348 

1985 

1984 

1985 

„.  „ 

__** 

1984 

1985 

1  QRS 

1  Qot 

7, 38 

1  QO 

•1985 

1  QB* 

RRd 

1  IT 

n  qra 

1 

1  QRS 

OA 

1985 

95 

1984 

49 

1985 

66 

1984 

162 

1985 

156 

1984 

159 

1985 

153 

1984 

152 

1985 

182 

1964 

1678 

1985 

X 

1984 

579 

1985 

645 

1984 

237 

1985 

281 

1984 

171 

1985 

196 

1984 

2507 

1985 

'801 

1984 

227 

1985 

196 

1984 

2797 

196? 

3035 

198 

179 

1985 

111 

1984 

1442 

1985 

1546 

1984 

154 

BP* 

204 

-A4 

113 

9B5 

250 

3H4 

177 

JH5 

IBS 

1«4 

358 

»85 

421 

*i 

138 

"5 

117 

I 

888 

901 

214 

1985 

255 

1964 

781 

1985 

812 

1964 

181 

1985 

180 

1984 

127 

■1965 

130 

1984 

38 

'1985 

48 

115 
113 
122 
122 
148 


111 

230 
289 


274 
204 
284 
205 
208 


227 
103 
124 
677 
725 


41  93 

83  81 
74  137 

72  139 
152  322 
171  334 

85  199 

73  169 
5175  11501 
5672  12780 

84  169 
155  189 
117  327 
128  440 


710 
1148 
340 
447 
110 
179 
731 
661 


217 
206 
246 
279 


132 
165 
107 
131 


95 
91 
907 
1361 
732 
848 
381 
423 
1395 
1552 
112 
97 
262 


251 
256 
573 


162 
290 
329 
105 
174 


247 
161 
179 
166 


265 
119 
427 
406 


437 
519 
184 
180 


397  492 
X  X 
115  364 
180  346 
132 
139 
134 
149 
663  1042 


121 


571 


1168 
18  81  111 
18  60  101 
95  771  1160 
53      920  1218 


114 
232 
220 
101 


157 
374 
392 
120 


623 
772 
176 
235 
192 
166 
692 
651 


266 
271 
107 


172 
382 
368 


+17.0 
+22.7 
+13.7 
+  31.3 
+  2.1 
+  71.4 

-  7.0 
NA 

-  8.1 
+  12.1 

-  7.1 
+23.8 

-  1.2 

-  3.8 
-11.5 
+12.0 
+33.3 
+14.4 
-23.4 
+40.4 
+23.1 
+12.3 


-  5.9 
-10.  3 
+  9.6 

NA 
+23.5 
+45.3 

-  6.4 
-25.9 
-20.6 
+  6.1 

-  2.9 
+  2.1 
+  1.8 


NA 

-  6.0 
-24  .3 

NA 

NA 
+19.7 
-17.6 
+12.7 
+17.1 

-  2.5 
+187.9 

+38.8 

-  3.7 

-  3.8 
+19.7 

NA 
+11.4 
+18.6 
+14.6 
+11.7 
-13.7 
+  8.5 
-38.0 
+  7.2 
+32.5 
+121 . 2 
+11.9 
+17.6 
-15.2 
+  1,5 
+19.2 
+  4.0 


Milton 

Natlck 

Needham 

New  Bedford 

Newburyport 

Newton 

North  Adams 

North  Andove: 

1985 

No.  Attleboro  1984 
1985 

Northampton 


1984 
1985 
1964 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 


Northboro 

Northbridge 

Norton 

Norwood 

Oxford 

Palmer 

Peabody 

Pembroke 

Pittsfield 

Quincy 

Reading 

Revere 

Salem 

Sandwich 

Saugus 

Scituate 

Seekonk 

Sharon 

Shrewsbury 

Somerville 


1984 
1985 
1964 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984  • 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
•1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1965 
1964 
1985 
1984 
•1985 
1984 
1985 
1964 
1965 
1984 
♦1985 
1984 
1965 
1984 
1985 
1964 
1985 


1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
dley  1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 


Soutbbridge 

Spencer 

Springfield 

Stoneham 

Stoughton 

Sudbury 

Swampscott 

Swansea 

Taunton 

Wakefield 

Walpole 

Waltham 

Wareham 

Wayland 

Webster 

Wellesley 

1965 

W.Springfield  1984 
1985 


1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 


Westboro 
Westf ield 
Westford 
Weston 
Westport 
West wood 
Weymouth 
Wilbraham 
Wilmington 
Winchester 
Winthrop 
Woburn 
Worcester 


1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1965 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1965 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 


1985 
1984 
1985 
1964 
»1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1985 
1984 
'1985 
Campus  Police  1984 
•1985 


State  Police 
Capitol  P.D. 
MBTA  Police 
Metro  Police 


Total  Murder  Rape 


380 
391 
263 
302 
2386 
2667 
283 
300 
1249 
1407 
288 
418 
220 
X 
361 
419 
■  557 
585 
117 
128 


150 
152 
294 
337 
124 
112 
74 
15 
724 
980 
242 
240 
1015 
893 
1730 
1870 
135 
145 
1805 
1190 
536 
X 
125 
175 
1010 
672 
210 
136 
272 
341 
148 
144 
238 
195 
232 


1489 
2045 
126 
134 
119 
84 
89 
53 
5645 
4144 
183 
183 
346 
254 
99 
139 
169 
142 
355 


770 
613 
214 
210 
211 
229 
1095 
1049 
561 
565 


237 
172 
258 
24  5 
996 
838 
207 
186 
372 


80 
67 
214 
268 
163 
170 
717 
590 
111 
120 
322 
342 
189 
169 
127 
139 
467 
552 
5156 
5123 
521 
89 
486 
508 
106 
101 
766 
684 
365 
192 
1886 
1698 


Aggra-  Lar-  Motor 

vated      Bur-  ceny-  Vehicle 

Assault  glary  Theft  Theft 

12         82  163  35 

19        92  125  56 

5        85  218  70 


172 
613 
669 


18  110  199 

24  81  253 

26  133  346 

40  195  302 


0  21  14 

1  20  16 

1  10  31 

2  10  28 


Coom.of  Mass.  1984  117514 
Grand  Totals    1985  118424 


1  261 
3  174 
11  17 


486 
256 
196 


351 
542 
138 
123 
475 
447 
993 
1176 
67 
67 


113 
515 
348 


675 
632 
126 


378 
198 
203 


586 
513 
310 
306 


186 
194 
673 
545 
122 
114 
207 
279 
102 
133 


104 
318 
255 


164 
176 
104 


122  215 
99  241 
1758  2311 


105 
178 
426 
493 


+  2.9 
+14  .8 
+12.6 
+  6.0 
+  12.7 
+45.1 

NA 
+16.1 
+  5.0 
+  9.4 
+  4.8 
+  1.3 
+14.6 


-12.0 
+  8.1 
+  7.4 


N  A 


NA 
-35.2 
+25.4 
-  2.7 

NA 

NA 
+37.3 
+  6.3 
-29.4 
-40.4 
-26.6 
.0 
-27.0 
+40.4 
-16.0 
+  3.1 
-20.4 
-  - 
+  8.5 

-  4.2 
+  .7 

NA 
-27.4 

-  5.0 
-15.9 
-10.1 
+34.1 
+20.7 
-16.3 
+25.4 
+  4.3 
-17.7 
+  8.1 
+  6.2 
-10.6 
+  9.4 
+18.2 

-  .6 
NA 

+  4.1 

-  4.7 
-10.7 

NA 
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SEMI-ANNUAL  REPORT 


Crime  trend  statistics  released  today  by  the  Massachusetts  Crime  Reporting  Unit  in  its  Semi- 
Annual  Crime  Index  Report  for  1985,  covering  January  through  June,  1985,   indicates  that  serious 
crime  in  the  Commonwealth  increased  .8%  overall  when  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1984. 

A  further  analysis  of  the  crime  statistics  for  the  first  six  months  of  1985  revealed  that  vio- 
lent crime  decreased  .1%  and  property  crime  increased  .9%.     The  statistical  results  in  the 
Crime  Index  Report  were  compiled  after  analysis  of  crime  reports  submitted  to  the  Crime  Repor- 
ting Unit  by  287  local  and  state  law  enforcement  agencies. 

The  Semi-Annual  Crime  Trend  Report  showed  that  a  total  of  118,424  serious  crimes  were  reported 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1985  as  compared  to  117,514  serious  crimes  reported  for  the  same 
period  in  1984.     Of  the  118,424  crime  index  offenses  reported  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit,  14,039 
or  11.9%  were  crimes  of  violence  and  104,385  or  88.1%  were  property  crimes. 

The  seven  serious  crimes  which  make  up  the  Crime  Index  for  the  Commonwealth  break  down  into  the 
following  percentages( crime  trends): 

MURDER:     -2.0%    FORCIBLE  RAPE:     +2.7%     ROBBERY:     +4.1%    BURGLARY:  -4.7% 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT:     -2.7%     LARCENY-THEFT:     +2.8%    MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT:  +3.7% 


Ninety-nine  homicides  were  reported  in  Massachusetts  during  the  first  six  months  of  1985,  ac- 


counting for  .08%  of  the  total  crime  index, 
volume  and  percentages: 

CRIME 

FORCIBLE  RAPE 
ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 
BURGLARY 
LARCENY -THEFT 
MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 


The  other  six  offenses  separate  into  the  following 


TOTAL  INDEX 

755 
4,964 
8,221 
27,446 
54,471 
22,468 


%  OF  TOTAL* 

.6 

4.2 

6.9 
23.2 
46.0 
19.0 


The  six  largest  cities  in  the  Commonwealth  accounted  for  the  following  amounts  and  percentages 
of  the  total  crime  index: 


CITY 

AMOUNT 

%  OF  THE 

BOSTON 

33,217 

28.0 

CAMBRIDGE 

3,212 

2.7 

FALL  RIVER 

2,775 

2.3 

NEW  BEDFORD 

2,687 

2.3 

SPRINGFIELD 

4,144 

3.5 

WORCESTER 

5,123 

4.3 

ALL  OTHER  CONTRIBUTORS 

67,266 

56.8 

Of  the  ninety-nine  homicides  reported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1985,  36  were  by  handgun, 
10  by  rifle/shotgun,   30  by  knife  or  other  sharp  instrument,  11  by  other  dangerous  weapons,  6  by 
hands,   fists  or  feet,  and  6  by  unknown  weapons.     Eighteen  of  the  99  rr.urders  occurred  during  the 
commission  of,  or  were  related  to  a  criminal  act,  24  were  committed  in  domestic  situations,  34 
were  committed  in  civil  situations.     In  23  of  the  homicides,  the  circumstances  were  unknown. 

Law  Enforcement  Agencies  in  Massachusetts  reported  1,302  offenses  of  arson  during  the  first  six 

months  of  1985.  Arson  of  motv.le  proper ty(motor  vehicles,  trailers,  airplanes,  boats,  etc.) 
accounted  for  632  or  48.5%  of  tho  arsot,s  reported.     Structural  fires  amounted  to  431  or  33.1%. 

The  "all  other  *<»«ol,,,'vcr'',r*,J  •   timber,  fences,  signs,  etc.)  accounted  for  the  remaining  239  or 

18.4%.     The  y  ^JJ-y  loss  from  arson  was  $9,922,216.     This  information  was  compiled 

from  report?  V«  of  277  agencies  which  represents  96.5%  of  our  contributors. 

23.  7%  of  th  ^%pn  reports. 


During  t» 
the  sam- 
2.2%. 


officers  were  assaulted  in  line  of  duty.     Compared  with 
**••»*•■  assaulted,   this  shows  a  trend  increase  of 
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PLEASE  NOTE 


Figures  used  In  this  release  are  submitted  voluntarily  by  law  enforcement  agencies 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.    Individuals  using  these  tabulations  are  cautioned 
against  drawing  conclusions  by  making  direct  comparisons  between  cities  due  to  the 
existence  of  numerous  factors  which  affect  the  amount  and  type  of  crime  from  place 
to  place.    Some  of  these  factors  are  listed  in  the  annual  Uniform  Crime  Reports. 
More  valid  use  can  be  made  of  these  figures  by  determining  deviations  from  national 
or  state  averages  and  through  comparisons  with  average  cities  or  towns  In  similar 
population  groups.    It  is  important  to  remember  that  crime  is  a  social  problem  and, 
therefore,  a  concern  of  the  entire  community.    The  efforts  of  law  enforcement  are 
limited  to  factors  within  its  control. 


Offenses  Known  to  the  Police,    January  through  June,  1984  over  1983 
Cities  and  Towns      over  10,000  Population 


1983 
1984 

1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
19M 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
•1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
■1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 

E.  Longmeadow  1983 
1984 

Easthampton 


Acton 


Agawam 

Amesbury 


Amherst 


Andover 


Arlingtoi 
Ashland 


Athol 


Auburn 
Barnstable 


Bedford 


Bellingham 
Belmont 


Beverly 
Billerica 


Boston 
Bourne 


Braintree 


Bridgewater 

Brockton 

Brookline 

Burlington 

Cambridge 

Canton 

Chelmsford 

Chelsea 

Chicopee 

Clinton 


Dan vers 
Dedham 


Dennis 


Duxbury 


Pall  River 


Lexington 
Longmeadow 


Lynn 

Lynnf ield 


Crime  For-  Aggra-  Lar-  Motor 

Inde*  cible  Rob-  vated      Bur-    ceny-  Vehicle  Percent 

Total  Murder  Rape    bery  Assault  glary  Theft  Theft  Change 


-30.1 
-ZS.S 
.32.0 
♦  14.6 


644 

60S 
444 
382 
3S02S 
29653 
438 


159 
188 
3160 
2586 
1514 
1348 
776 
699 


277 
1076 
938 
1065 
982 
207 
16S 
S46 
S00 
612 
S44 
327 
2S6 


137 
874 
721 
2883 
2727 
542 
238 
886 
728 
144 


1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
■1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
•1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
"1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
•1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 
1983 
1984 


•■Incomplete  data  for  this  report  pe 
X-No  data  for  this  period. 
NA.Trend  not  calculated  due  to  lncoap 


579 
238 
237 
270 


213 
227 
3434 

2797 


16S4 
139S 
146 


-12.6 
-40.2 


♦  12.3 
-32.8 

-  7.2 

-  6.1 
-14.0 
-15.3 
-32.9 

NA 

♦  18.2 
-18.2 
-11.0 

-  9.9 
-IS. 5 
-24.7 


NA 


-  8.4 
-11.1 
-21.7 

-  6.5 
♦2.8 

NA 
♦  24.1 
-24.7 
-17.3 

-  S.4 
NA 


♦  13.S 

-  7.7 
-11.3 

-11.7 
-24.8 
-3S.3 
-14.0 
-19.0 
-12.2 

-  6.7 


NA 


NA 
.  6.6 
-18. S 

♦  82.7 

.0 
-23.8 

♦  6.6 
-10.2 
-22.0 
•42.3 

♦  9.6 
-23.8 
-14.2 
-31.7 
-31.4 
-42.4 


Milton 

1983 

339 

1984 

299 

Natick 

1983 

362 

1984 

380 

Needham 

1963 

26S 

1984 

263 

New  Bedford 

1983 

29S4 

1984 

Z386 

Newburyport 

1983 

293 

1984 

283 

1983 

1242 

1984 

1249 

North  Adams 

1983 

3S3 

1984 

288 

North  Andover 

1983 

179 

1984 

220 

No.  Attleboro 

1963 

357 

1984 

361 

North  Reading 

1983 

166 

1984 

30 

Northampton 

1983 

S88 

1984 

557 

Northboro 

1983 

117 

1984 

117 

Northbridge 

1983 

124 

1984 

83 

Norton 

1983 

163 

1984 

ISO 

Norwood 

1983 

279 

1984 

294 

Oxford 

1983 

171 

1984 

124 

Palmer 

1983 

69 

1984 

74 

Peabody 

1963 

732 

1984 

724 

Pembroke 

1983 

329 

1984 

242 

Pittsfield 

1983 

1248 

1984 

1015 

Quincy 

1983 

1799 

1984 

1730 

Reading 

1983 

171 

1984 

135 

Revere 

1963 

1797 

1984 

1805 

Salem 

1983 

618 

1984 

536 

Sandwich 

1983 

127 

1984 

125 

Saugus 

1983 

876 

1964 

1010 

Scituate 

1983 

431 

1984. 

210 

Seekonk 

1983 

317 

1984 

272 

Sharon 

1983 

212 

1984 

148 

Shrewsbury 

1983 

244 

1984 

238 

Somerset 

1983 

272 

•1984 

177 

Somerville 

1983 

2026 

1984 

1489 

South  Hadley 

1983 

144 

1984 

126 

Southbridge 

1983 

106 

1984 

119 

Spencer 

1983 

56 

1984 

89 

Springfield 

1983 

6212 

1984 

5645 

Stoneham 

1983 

196 

1984 

183 

Stoughton 

1983 

274 

1984 

348 

Sudbury 

1983 

151 

Swarapscott 

Swansea 

1« 

Taunton 

I7n 

Wakefield 

1  Oflf 

71  d 

1984 

Jl  1 

Waltham 

1983 

X 

1984 

109S 

Wareham 

198  3 

737 

1984 

561 

Wayland 

1983 

100 

•1984 

53 

Webster 

1983 

182 

1984 

237 

Wellesley 

1983 

231 

1984 

258 

W. Springfield  1983 

919 

1984 

996 

Westboro 

1983 

201 

1984 

207 

Westfield 

1983 

493 

1984 

372 

Westford 

1983 

182 

1984 

161 

Weston 

1983 

102 

1984 

80 

Westport 

1983 

241 

1984 

214 

Westwood 

1983 

146 

•1984 

138 

Weymouth 

1983 

845 

1984 

717 

Wilbraham 

1983 

105 

1984 

111 

Wilmington 

1983 

311 

1984 

322 

Winchester 

1983 

183 

1984 

189 

Winthrop 

1983 

161 

1984 

127 

Woburn 

1983 

548 

1984 

467 

Worcester 

1983 

5778 

1984 

5156 

Yarmouth 

1983 

•1984 

243 

State  Police 

1983 

605 

1984 

488 

Capitol  Policel983 

X 

1984 

106 

M.B.T.A.Policel983 

1011 

1984 

766 

Metro  Police 

1983 

551 

1984 

365 

Campus  Police*1983 

1854 

•1984 

1S30 
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Crime  trend  statistics  released  today  by  the  Massachusetts  Crime  Reporting  Unit (Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Safety),  in  its  semi-annual  Crime  Index  for  1984 (covering  January  thru  June, 
1984),  indicates  that  serious  crime  reported  in  the  Commonwealth  decreased  13.71  overall,  when  com- 
pared with  the  same  period  last  year. 

A  further  analysis  of  the  1984  statistics  revealed  that  violent  crime  decreased  9.41  and 
property  crime  decreased  14.21.    The  statistical  results  in  the  Crime  Index  Report  were  compiled 
after  analysis  of  crime  reports  submitted  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit  by  293  local  and  state  law 
enforcement  agencies. 

The  semi-annual  Crime  Trend  Report  showed  that  a  total  of  113,793  serious  crimes  were  reported 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1984,  as  compared  to  131,826  serious  crimes  reported  for  the  same 
period  last  year.    Of  the  113,793  crime  index  offenses  reported  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit,  13,626 
or  12%  were  crimes  of  violence  and  100,167  or  88t  were  property  crimes. 

The  seven  serious  crimes  which  make  up  the  crime  index  for  the  Commonwealth  break  down  into 
the  following  percentages (crime  trends): 


MURDER:     +  7.7* 
AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT: 


FORCIBLE  RAPE:  *5.4* 


ROBBERY: 


-14.71 


BURGLARY:     -14..  21 


■7.4* 


LARCENY -THEFT:  13.3* 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT:  -16.6* 


Ninety-eight  homicides  were  reported  in  Massachusetts  during  the  first  six  months  of  1984, 
accounting  for  .09*  of  the  total  crime  index.     The  other  six  offenses  separate  into  the  following 
volumes  and  percentages: 


CRIME 

FORCIBLE  RAPE 
ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 
BURGLARY 
LARCENY- THEFT 
MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 


TOTAL  INDEX 

716 

4,704 

8,108 
27,739 
51,397 
21,031 


*  OF  TOTAL 

.6 

4.1 

7.1 
24.4 
45. 2 
18.5 


index: 


The  six  largest  cities  of  the  state  accounted  for  the  following  percentages  of  the  total  crime 


BOSTON 

29,653 

26.1* 

of 

the 

total 

index 

CAMBRIDGE 

3,234 

2.8* 

of 

the 

total 

index 

FALL  RIVER 

2,727 

2.4* 

of 

the 

total 

index 

NEW  BEDFORD 

2,386 

2.1* 

of 

the 

total 

index 

SPRINGFIELD 

5,645 

5.0* 

of 

the 

total 

index 

WORCESTER 

5,156 

4. St 

of 

the 

total 

index 

ALL  OTHER  MASSACHUSETTS 

CONTRIBUTORS 

64,992 

57.1* 

of 

the 

total 

index 

Of  the  ninety-eight  homicides  reported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1984,  35  were  by  handgun, 
6  by  rifle-shotgun,  28  by  knife  or  other  sharp  instrument,  24  by  other  dangerous  weapons  and  5  by 
hands,  fists  and  feet.    Thirty-three  of  the  98  murders  occurred  during  the  commission  of,  or  were 
related  to  a  criminal  act,  14  were  committed  in  domestic  situations,  27  were  committed  in  civil 
situations,  and  in  24  murders  the  circumstances  were  unknown. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  in  Massachusetts  reported  1,250  offenses  of  arson  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1984.    Arson  of  mobile  property (motor  vehicles,  trailers,  airplanes,  boats,  etc.)  accounted 
for  660  or  S2,8*  of  the  arson  reported;  structural  fires  accounted  for  438  or  35*;  with  the  "all  other" 
category (crops, timber,  fences,  signs,  etc.)  accounting  for  the  remaining  152  or  12.2*.    The  total 
property  loss  from  reported  arson  was  $7,109,695.     This  information  was  compiled  from  reports  submit- 
ted by  an  average  of  283  agencies  during  the  past  six  months  which  represents  96.6*  of  our  contributors 
17.1*  of  this  average  were  active  arson  reports. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1984,  2  Law  Enforcement  Officers  were  killed  in  line  of  duty,  one 
feloniously  and  one  by  accident  or  negligence.     During  the  same  period,  995  Law  Enforcement  Officers 
were  assaulted.     Compared  with  1983  when  there  were  1,003  assaulted,  this  shows  a  trend  decrease  of 
.8*. 


•  . 
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PLEASE  NOTE 


Figures  used  in  this  release  are  submitted  voluntarily  by  law  enforcement  agencies 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.     Individuals  using  these  tabulations  are  cautioned 
against  drawing  conclusions  by  making  direct  comparisons  between  cities  due  to  the 
existence  of  numerous  factors  which  affect  the  amount  and  type  of  crime  from  place 
to  place.     Some  of  these  factors  are  listed  in  the  annual  Uniform  Crime  Reports. 
More  valid  use  can  be  made  of  these  figures  by  determining  deviations  from  national 
or  state  averages  and  through  comparisons  with  average  cities  or  towns  in  similar 
population  groups.     It  is  Important  to  remember  that  crime  is  a  social  problem  and, 
therefore,  a  concern  of  the  entire  community.     The  efforts  of  law  enforcement  are 
limited  to  factors  within  its  control. 


Crime  For-  Aggra*  Lar-  Motor 

Index  cible  Rob-  vatod      Bur-    ceny-  Vehicle  Percent 

Total  Murder  Ripe    bery  Assault  glary  Theft  Theft  Change 


Acton 

Adams 

Agawam 

Amesbury 

Amherst 

Andover 

Arlington 

Athol 

Auburn 

Barnstable 

Bedford 

Bellinghao 

Belmont 

Beverly 

Billerica 

Boston 

Bourne 

Braintree 

Bridgewater 

Brockton 

Brookline 

Burlington 

Cambridge 

Canton 

Chelmsford 

Chelsea 

Chicopee 

Clinton 

Danvers 

Dedham 

Dennis 

Dracut 

Dujtbury 

E.  Longmeadow 

Easthampton 

Easton 

Everett 

Fall  River 

Falmouth 

Fitchburg 

Foxboro 

Framingham 

Franklin 

Gardner 

Grafton 

Haverhill 

Hingham 

Holden 

Holliston 

Hudson 

Hull 

Ipswich 

Lawrence 

Leicester 

Leominster 

Lexington 

Longmeadow 

Lowell 

Ludlow 

Lynn 

Lynnf ield 

Maiden 

Mansfield 

Marblehead 

Marlboro 

Marshf ield 

Medf ield 

Medford 

Melrose 

Methuen 

Middleboro 

Milford 


1982 
•1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
19B2 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
19S2 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 


361 
336 
463 


111 
76 
254 
232 
1204 
1384 
181 
138 
2S6 
238 
324 
277 
866 
644 
4S8 
444 
36304 
3S02S 
412 
438 
1044 
97S 
167 
1S9 
3S13 
3160 
1714 
1514 
826 
776 
4078 
3826 
139 
288 
520 
460 
10S5 
1076 
1068 
1061 
216 
207 
602 
546 
609 
612 
329 
327 
395 
384 


194 
143 


874 
2884 
2883 

613 


222 
163 
143 


19S6 
1294 
333 


54 
S7 
206 
200 
236 
181 
220 
163 
2287 
2233 


328 
238 
277 
270 
3044 
2392 
262 
213 
3377 
34  34 
94 
91 
702 
1442 
195 
202 
149 
106 
199 
197 


879 
780 
27S 
291 
827 
910 
321 
265 
178 
18S 


103 
100 
137 
105 
276 


Millbury 
Milton 
Natick 
Needham 
New  Bedford 
Newburyport 
Newton 
North  Adams 


125 
104 
S.80 
655 


106 
106 
179 
159 
491 
345 


1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 

North  Andover  1982 
a,  1983 
No.  Attleboro  1982 
1983 

North  Reading  1982 
1983 

Northampt 


Northboro 


1982 
1963 
1982 
1983 
1982 
1983 
1982 


SO 

168 

3215 

1862 

8117 

1  2661 

i  n?ti 

Norwood 

1047 

34 

181 

3231 

2029 

s 

1  A? 

lot 

tn 

Oxford 

10R7 

?? 

jrf 

•  6.3 

i  aSj 

1  A7 

tto 

Palmer 

6.6 

1 

14 

40 

BR 

ll 

Peabody 

1982 

19 

90 

01  * 

644 

Pembroke 

1  OR? 

64 

49 

aon 

7Rt 

778 

Pittsf ield 

1982 

7? 

? 

-11.7 

1  7A 

461 

174 

Quincy 

1982 

6.1 

227 

1  77 

RS? 

1870 

077 

Reading 

1982 

6.2 

j 

2 

33 

S3 

50 

Revere 

1982 

5 

31 

61 

146 

13 

•107.2 

1983 

s 

6 

19 

115 

322 

S3 

Salem 

1982 

4 

2 

14 

116 

271 

SI 

-11.5 

1983 

1 

44 

102 

266 

320 

322 

Sandwich 

1982 

1 

6 

90 

126 

276 

243 

334 

•  2.0 

1983 

1 

12 

26 

337 

S73 

119 

Saugus 

1982 

2 

17 

4S 

386 

511 

100 

-  .7 

1983 

2 

3 

9 

54 

127 

21 

Scituate 

•1982 

4 

5 

11 

65 

110 

12 

-  4.2 

1983 

1 

12 

IS 

73 

387 

114 

Seekonk 

1982 

1 

5 

1 

56 

32S 

149 

-  9.3 

1983 

120 

279 

210 

Sharon 

1982 

1 

94 

342 

17S 

-  .5 

1983 

3 

1 

IS 

134 

169 

7 

Shrewsbury 

1982 

1 

1 

10 

158 

14S 

12 

-  .6 

1983 

2 

26 

129 

171 

67 

Somerset 

19S2 

1 

14 

143 

1S3 

73 

•  2.1 

1983 

6 

76 

104 

9 

Somerville 

1982 

1 

4 

42 

11 

8 

•26.3 

1983 

1 

4 

17 

80 

12 

South  Hadley 

1982 

9 

31 

114 

7 

•41.2 

1983 

9 

42 

34 

6 

Southbridge 

1982 

2 

2 

44 

22 

9 

-13.2 

1913 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Spencer 

1932 

1 

2 

10 

69 

80 

19 

NA 

1983 

1 

1 

23 

30 

132 

400 

161 

Springfield 

1982 

2 

10 

27 

186 

428 

221 

•16. S 

1983 

14 

75 

140 

994 

1257 

404 

Stoneham 

1982 

1 

a 

72 

146 

932 

1375 

349 

■  .03 

1983 

2 

4 

14 

312 

242 

39 

Stoughton 

1982 

1 

3 

22 

218 

249 

49 

-11.6 

1983 

6 

20 

30 

263 

514 

66 

Sudbury 

1982 

11 

10 

37 

20S 

542 

81 

•  1.4 

19S3 

5 

59 

86 

20 

Swaapscott 

1982 

2 

1 

27 

100 

14 

-IS. 3 

1983 

7 

21 

S7 

276 

709 

116 

Swansea 

1982 

S 

10 

62 

236 

730 

161 

-  3.6 

1983 

2 

5 

18 

62 

160 

28 

Taunton 

1982 

1 

5 

61 

137 

IS 

-19.3 

1983 

2 

3 

2 

10 

70 

58 

18 

Wakefield 

1982 

S 

3 

19 

45 

61 

10 

-12.3 

1983 

; 

Wu 1  pole 

•it. 

An 

•  1  QO  1 

Wareham 

Watertown 

1982 

•11.4 

1983 

|3 

Wayland 

1982 

1  o 

in 

• 

+  9.7 

1983 

XT 

Webster 

1982 

*  S .  6 

1983 

103 

13 

Welles  lev 

1982 

25 

80 

14 

-  2.9 

1983 

20 

62 

122 

29 

W.Springfield 

1982 

1 

1 

12 

56 

97 

14 

-23.3 

1983 

1 

3 

13 

55 

13S 

13 

Westboro 

1982 

25  9 

1983 

1 

10 

104 

203 

814 

646 

S09 

Westf ield 

1982 

2 

12 

48 

224 

612 

715 

620 

-  2.4 

1983 

S 

26 

45 

5 

West  ford 

1982 

3 

38 

40 

5 

•  6.2 

19S3 

2 

7 

26 

139 

373 

64 

Weston 

19S2 

1 

1 

29 

184 

393 

S3 

•  9.3 

1983 

108 

191 

29 

Westport 

1982 

1 

64 

14S 

21 

-27.4 

1983 

1 

1. 

2 

31 

23S 

7 

Westwood 

1982 

2 

4 

47 

208 

9 

-  2.3 

19S3 

10 

12 

120 

201 

684 

1635 

312 

Weymouth 

1982 

1 

12 

86 

133 

SS3 

1143 

464 

-21. S 

1983 

2 

2 

2S 

73 

141 

12 

Wilbraham 

1982 

1 

3 

19 

63 

122 

S 

-11.7 

1983 

2 

IS 

102 

404 

128S 

1031 

S21 

Wilmington 

1982 

11 

114 

S32 

1174 

1051 

531 

•  1.7 

1983 

1 

4 

24 

36 

29 

Winchester 

19S2 

4 

3 

42 

34 

IS 

•  4.3 

1983 

2 
3 

15 

77 

110 

264 

234 

Winthrop 

1982 

24 

149 

340 

S55 

371 

•105.4 

1983 

1 

1 

11 

SI 

100 

31 

Noburn 

1982 

1 

15 

60 

93 

33 

•  3.6 

1983 

3 

21 

118 

10 

Worcester 

1982 

4 

39 

48 

12 

-21.9 

1983 

3 

3 

S7 

92 

14 

Yarmouth 

1982 

1 

4 

5 

37 

114 

36 

-  1.0 

•1983 

2 

3 

41 

230 

302 

31 

State  Police 

1982 

2 

1 

57 

132 

230 

37 

•27.1 

'1983 

3 

21 

7S 

14 

M.B.T.A.Policel982 

1 

1 

17 

61 

10 

•  14.2 

1983 

3 

21 

10 

309 

272 

20? 

M.D.C.  Police 

1982 

11 

10 

245 

306 

162 

■11.3 

1983 

1 

6 

63 

174 

30 

Campus  Police'1982 

2 

4 

1 

91 

143 

31 

•  2.2 

•1983 

4 

s 

22 

151 

445 

200 

t 

13 

23 

191 

459 

216 

•  10.0 

2 

22 

S9 

201 

34 

1 

2 

1 

32 

60 

126 

41 

■19.2 

3 

3 

12 

52 

37 

21 

3 

S3 

82 

47 

•  3.9 

Comm.  of  Mass 

1982 

Crime  For-  Aggra-  Lar-  Motor 

index  cib:-  Rob-  vated      Bur-    ceny-  Vehicl 

Total  Murder  Rape    bery  Assault  glary  Theft  Theft 


344 
339 
346 
362 
32S 
26S 
2798 
29S4 
446 
293 
1474 
1242 
271 
3S3 
194 
179 
453 
357 


438 
588 
140 
117 


133 
470 
279 
182 
171 


1390 
1129 
293 


623 
190 
213 


•  5.6 
-34.3 
-15.7 
•30.3 

-  7.7 
-21.2 

-  4.0 
•34.2 
-16.4 
•33.3 

NA 
-40.6 

-  6.0 


1 

29 

26 

0 

10 

-10.4 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

11 

29 

236 

319 

133 

NA 

3 

8 

103 

164 

30 

i?o 

9 

80 

202 

37 

•  6.8 

19 

35 

S69 

70S 

66 

1248 

1 

21 

68 

-12.9 

2220 

3 

59 

71 

496 

1238 

1799 

5 

34 

85 

406 

171 

2 

S 

4 

52 

171 

1 

1 

13 

46 

11S0 

4 

43 

69 

278 

236 

S2n 

1797 

1 

7 

32 

163 

456 

662 

2 

12 

48 

283 

618 

10 

30 

262 

193 

1 

14 

63 

127 

2 

6 

74 

asi 

1 

1 

27 

49 

876 

17 

31 

101 

46- 

68 

2 

431 

2 

2 

3S 

132 

243 

R 

321 

7 

1 

317 

4 

1.2 

139 

1 

4 

71 

i  nR 

212 

1 

3 

2 

12 

+  12.2 

271 

4 

4 

8 

58 

1S9 

1R 

244 

1 

7 

12 

247 

1 

s 

10 

272 

1 

7 

♦10 .1 

1606 

2 

9 

44 

5S 

392 

S66 

2026 

1 

6 

SS 

75 

141 

4 

7 

144 

3 

121 

1 

1 

106 

5 

-17.2 

62 

2 

56 

6537 

3 

71 

136 

914 

6212 

11 

72 

184 

1054 

170 

1 

5 

196 

4 

+  15.3 

333 

2 

3 

711 

70 

274 

2 

-17 . 7 

178 

1 

4 

1 117 

O 

1S1 

I 

-IS .  2 

205 

3 

R7 

OC 

10 

158 

2 

R7 

1  \ 

391 

353 

4 

21 

1  A  7 

01 

8S0 

1 

18 

822 

1 

17 

2S8 

261 

309 

6 

21 

68 

163 

51 

238 

1 

2 

11 

44 

136 

44 

NA 

664 

2 

3 

29 

285 

326 

19 

737 

1 

28 

356 

329 

21 

+  11.0 

8S0 

12 

54 

175 

491 

117 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

NA 

112 

4 

16 

23 

63 

6 

100 

2 

2 

25 

67 

4 

-10.7 

187 

1 

1 

S 

32 

134 

13 

182 

3 

8 

29 

124 

18 

-  2.7 

322 

7 

12 

56 

225 

21 

231 

1 

8 

32 

176 

14 

-21.3 

1046 

1 

19 

32 

157 

725 

108 

919 

11 

39 

232 

S41 

91 

-12.1 

201 

2 

13 

S3 

107 

26 

201 

1 

9 

66 

101 

23 

.0 

528 

7 

27 

157 

316 

20 

493 

S 

31 

153 

264 

39 

-  6.6 

227 

1 

2 

12 

61 

133 

12 

182 

16 

39 

120 

6 

-19.8 

12S 

S 

28 

91 

1 

102 

1 

26 

73 

2 

-18.4 

292 

2 

17 

61 

180 

31 

241 

3 

19 

61 

138 

19 

-17. S 

217 

4 

5 

43 

132 

33 

146 

3 

2 

41 

83 

16 

-32.7 

839 

1 

13 

28 

27S 

380 

141 

845 

1 

9 

19 

264 

416 

133 

+  .7 

136 

3 

30 

92 

11 

105 

7 

23 

69 

6 

-22.8 

418 

7 

37 

126 

212 

34 

311 

19 

91 

158 

42 

-25.6 

304 

6 

12 

100 

160 

25 

183 

2 

7 

54 

101 

18 

-39.8 

14S 

3 

44 

43 

55 

181 

1 

11 

64 

67 

34 

•  24.8 

652 

12 

40 

173 

232 

191 

548 

12 

30 

118 

230 

1S8 

-16.0 

S84S 

3 

42 

246 

310 

2061 

2S41 

642 

5778 

S 

29 

210 

229 

1791 

2798 

716 

-  1.1 

592 

5 

39 

24S 

283 

16 

3S3 

7 

26 

154 

1S2 

10 

NA 

646 

1 

13 

69 

170 

218 

166 

494 

8 

76 

103 

158 

135 

NA 

1148 

1 

3S9 

202 

66 

492 

27 

1011 

1 

288 

185 

52 

443 

40 

-11.9 

609 

2 

11 

SO 

127 

17 

177 

225 

5S1 

11 

43 

128 

19 

151 

199 

-  9.5 

1869 

6 

11 

64 

223 

1476 

89 

1713 

3 

19 

68 

243 

1296 

84 

NA" 

'-Incomplete  data  for  this  report  period. 
x-No  data  for  this  period. 
HA-Trend  not  calculated  due  to  incomplete  data. 


Grand  Totals  1983 

Note;  Homicide  total  1  less  than  actual  due  to  unfounded  case  for  prior  year. 
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FOR  RELEASE: 

6:30  A.M.,  EDT,  Wednesday 
October  12,  1983 


Crime  trend  statistics  released  today  by  the  Massachusetts  Crime  Reporting  Unit (Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Safety),   in  its  semi-annual  Crime  Index  for  1983 (covering  January  thru  June, 
1983),   indicates  that  serious  crime  reported  in  the  Commonwealth  decreased  4.81  overall,  when  com- 
pared with  the  same  period  last  year. 

A  further  analysis  of  the  1983  crime  statistics  for  the  Commonwealth  revealed  that  violent 
crime  increased  2.7%  and  property  crime  decreased  5.7%.     The  statistical  results  in  the  Crime 
Index  Report  were  compiled  after  analysis  of  crime  reports  submitted  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit 
by  293  local  and  state  law  enforcement  agencies. 

The  semi-annual  Crime  Trend  Report  showed  that  a  total  of  131,073  serious  crimes  were  re- 
ported during  the  first  six  months  of  1983  as  compared  to  137,637  serious  crimes  reported  for 
the  same  period  last  year.     Of  the  131,073  crime  index  offenses  reported  to  the  Crime  Reporting 
Unit,   14,973  or  11.41  were  crimes  of  violence  and  116,100  or  88.6%  were  property  crimes. 

The  seven  serious  crimes  which  make  up  the  crime  index  for  the  Commonwealth  break  down  into 
the  following  percentages   (crime  trends) : 


MURDER: 


13.5% 


FORCIBLE  RAPE:  +2.1' 


AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT:  +7.9% 


LARCENY -THEFT: 


ROBBERY : 


•4.2% 


■4.3% 


BURGLARY:  -12.5% 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT:  +.9% 


Ninety-one  homicides  were  reported  in  Massachusetts  during  the  first  six  months  of  1983, 
accounting  for  .07%  of  the  total  crime  index.     The  other  six  offenses  separate  into  the  fol- 
lowing volumes  and  percentages : 


CRIME 


TOTAL  INDEX 


OF  TOTAL 


FORCIBLE  RAPE 

678 

.5 

ROBBERY 

5,512 

4.2 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 

8,693 

6.6 

BURGLARY 

32,163 

24.5 

LARCENY- THEFT 

58,789 

44.9 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 

25,148 

19.2 

The  six  largest  cities 

in  the  state  accounted  for  the 

following  percentages  of  the  total 

crime  index: 

BOSTON 

35,025 

26.7%  of  the  total  index 

CAMBRIDGE 

3,826 

2.9%  of  the  total  index 

FALL  RIVER 

2,883 

2.2%  of  the  total  index 

NEW  BEDFORD 

2  ,954 

2.3%  of  the  total  index 

SPRINGFIELD 

6,212 

4.7%  of  the  total  index 

WORCESTER 

5,778 

4.4%  of  the  total  index 

ALL  OTHER  MASSACHUSETTS 

CONTRIBUTORS 

74,395 

56.8%  of  the  total  index 

Of  the  ninety-one  homicides  reported  during  1983,   27  were  by  handgun,   5  by  rifle-shotgun, 
24  by  knife  or  other  sharp  instrument,   23  by  other  dangerous  weapons,  10  by  hands,  fists,  or  feet, 
and  one  by  unknown  weapon.     Twenty-seven  of  the  91  murders  occurred  during  the  commission  of,  or 
were  related  to  a  criminal  act,   12  were  committed  in  domestic  situations,   31  were  committed  in 
civil  situations,  and  in  21  murders  the  circumstances  were  unknown. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  in  Massachusetts  reported  1,420  offenses  of  arson  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1983.     Arson  of  mobile  property (motor  vehicles,  trailers,  airplanes,  boats,  etc) 
accounted  for  792  or  55.8%  of  the  arson  reported;   structural  fires  accounted  for  476  or  33.5%; 
with  the  "all  other"  category   (crops,   timber,   fences,   signs,   etc.)   accounting  for  the  remaining 
152  or  10.7%.     The  total  property  loss   from  reported  arson  was  $7,992,395.     This  information  was 
compiled  from  reports  submitted  by  an  average  of  283  agencies  during  the  past  six  months  which 
represents  96.6%  of  our  contributors.     18.5%  of  this  average  received  were  active  arson  reports. 


During  the  first  six  months  of  1983,   1,003  Law  Enforcement  Officers  were  assaulted.  Compared 
with  1982  when  there  were  874  assaulted,   this  shows  a  trend  increase  of  14.8%. 
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PLEASE  NOTE 


Figures  used  in  this  release  are  submitted  voluntarily  by  law  enforcement  agencies 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.     Individuals  using  these  tabulations  are  cautioned 
against  drawing  conclusions  by  making  direct  comparisons  between  cities  due  to  the 
existence  of  numerous  factors  which  affect  the  amount  and  type  of  crime  from  place 
to  place.     Some  of  these  factors  are  listed  in  the  annual  Uniform  Crime  Reports. 
More  valid  use  can  be  made  of  these  figures  by  determining  deviations  from  national 
or  state  averages  and  through  comparisons  with  average  cities  or  towns  in  similar 
population  groups.     It  is  important  to  remember  that  crime  is  a  social  problem  and, 
therefore,  a  concern  of  the  entire  community.     The  efforts  of  law  enforcement  are 
limited  to  factors  within  its  control. 


Crime  For-  Aggre- 

ind0>  cibl«  Rob-  vated 

Total  Murder  Rap*     bery  Assault 


Lar-  Motor 
Bur-    cany-  Vehicle  Percent 
glary  Theft  Theft  Change 


Agawan 
Amaabury 


Wdovcr 

Arlington 

Athol 

Auburn 

Barm  table 

Bedford 

Balllnghu 

Belmont 

Biilerica 

Boston 

Bourne 

Braintraa 

Bridgevater 


Brook lina 
Burlington 
Cambridge 

Che  Lcs  ford 
Chelsea 

Chicopaa 
Clinton 
Concord 


I960 

1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 

1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 

1980 
1981 
I960 


1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
I960 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 


1981 
1980 
1981 


1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 


Hiddlaboro 

Millbury 

Hilton 


iwburyport 


North  Andovej 


North  Readin. 
North amp ton 


Northbridge 
Norton 

Pembroke 

Pittsfield 

Plymouth 

Quincy 

Randolph 

Reading 


1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 


1981 
1980 
•1981 


1980 
•19B1 
1980 


1981 
1980 
1981 


Aggre-  Lar-  Motor 

i  Rob-  vatad  Bur-  cany-  Vehicle 
bary  Aaaault  glary  Thaft  Theft 


-15.5 
-10.2 
-16.4 


♦38.0 
-24.0 


Dedham 

Duxbury 

E .  Longmaadow 

Eaathampton 

Fairhavan 

Fall  River 

Falmouth 

Fitchburg 

Foxboro 

Framinghajn 


-12.3 
-  3.2 


Glouceati 
Grafton 


Hingham 

Uolbrcok 

Holdan 

Holliaton 

Hudson 

Laoaunater 

Lexington 

Longmaadow 

Lowell 

Ludlow 

Lynnfiald 

M*nsfield 

Marblehead 

Marlboro 

Mar ahf laid 

Hedfield 

Medford 

Melroae 


1980 
'1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 


1980 
1981 
1980 
•1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 


1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 


1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 

19B1 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 


206       359  202 


546  1489 


Shrewsbury 
Somerset 
Somervllla 
South  Nadley 
Southbridge 

Springfield 


Stoughton 

S  udbury 

Swampscott 

Swansea 

Taunton 

Wakefield 

Walpole 


W.  Springfield 

Weatboro 

Weatfield 


Weymouth 
Wiibraham 
Wilmington 
Winthrop 


1981 
1980 
1981 

1981 
1980 
19B1 


I960 
1981 
1980 


213       308  340 


1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 


1981 
1980 
1981 
1980 
1981 

1981 
19B0 
1981 
1980 
1981 


1981 
1980 
1981 


252       217S  2537 


-12.0 
-26.1 


-11.3 
♦24.2 


•-Incomplete  data 
.tA -Trend  , 


I  report  period. 

:  to  incomplete  deti 


Grand  Totals 
Grand  Totals 
complete  Report 
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Crime  trend  statistics  released  today  by  uhe  Jtessachusetts  Crime  Reporting  Unit (Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Safety),   in  its  semi-annual  Crime  Index  for  1981  (covering  January  thru  June, 
1981),   indicates  that  serious  crime  reported  in  the  Commonwealth  decreased  7.4%  overall,  when  com- 
pared with  the  same  period  last  year.     When  adjusted  for  incomplete  reports  for  both  years  of  the 
same  period,  this  decrease  is  3.1%. 

A  further  analysis  of  the  19  81  crime  statistics  for  the  Commonwealth  revealed  that  violent 
crime  increased  5.2%  and  property  crime  decreased  8.8%.     The  statistical  results  in  the  Crime  Index 
report  were  compiled  after  analysis  of  crime  reports  submitted  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit  by  325 
local  and  state  law  enforcement  agencies. 

The  semi-annual  Crime  Trend  Report  showed  that  a  total  of  147,621  serious  crimes  were  repor- 
ted during  the  first  six  months  of  1981  as  compared  to  159,491  serious  crimes  reported  for  the 
same  period  last  year.     Of  the  147,621  crime  index  offenses  reported  to  the  Crime  Reporting  Unit, 
15,896  or  10.8%  were  crimes  of  violence  and  131,725  or  89.2%  were  property  crimes. 

The  seven  serious  crimes  which  make  up  the  crime  index  for  the  Commonwealth  break  down  into 
the  following  percentages (crime  trends): 


MURDER: 


-17.2% 


FORCIBLE  RAPE:  +7.1% 


ROBBERY : 


+15.0% 


3URGLAP.Y  : 


■7.0% 


AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT: 


■1.3% 


LARCENY-THEFT: 


-9.8% 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT: 


-9  .  1% 


Ninety-six  homicides  were  reported  in  Massachusetts  during  the  first  six  months  of  1981, 
accounting  for  .  0"?%  of  the  total  crime  index.     The  other  six  offenses  separate  into  the  follow- 
ing volumes  and  percentages : 


CRIME 

FORCIBLE  RAPE 
ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 
BURGLARY 
LARCENY- THEFT 
MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 


TOTAL  INDEX 

725 

6,676 

8,399 
42,017 
63,202 
26,506 


%  OF  TOTAL 

.5 

4.5 

5.7 
28.5 
42.8 
18.0 


The  six  largest  cities  in  the  state  accounted  for  the  following  percentages  of  the  total 
crime  index: 


BOSTON 

35, 

906 

24. 

.3% 

of 

the 

total 

index 

CAMBRIDGE 

4  , 

576 

3. 

,1% 

of 

the 

total 

index 

FALL  RIVER 

2, 

888 

2. 

.0% 

of 

the 

total 

index 

NEW  BEDFORD 

2, 

956 

2. 

.0% 

of 

the 

total 

index 

SPRINGFIELD 

7, 

020 

4. 

.8% 

of 

the 

total 

index 

WORCESTER 

6, 

173 

4  . 

.2% 

of 

the 

total 

index 

ALL  OTHER  MASSACHUSETTS 

CONTRIBUTORS 

88, 

102 

59. 

,7% 

of 

the 

total 

index 

Of  the  ninety-six  homicides  reported  during  1981,   28  were  by  handgun,  9  by  rifle-shotgun, 
31  by  knife,   10  by  hands,  fist  or  feet,   10  by  other  dangerous  weapons,  and  8  by  unknown  weapons. 
Forty-one  of  the  ninety-six  murders  occurred  during  the  commission  of  or  were  related  to  a  crimi- 
nal act,   13  were  committed  during  a  domestic  type  situation,   30  were  committed  in  civil  situations, 
and  in  12  murders  the  circumstances  were  unknown. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  in  Massachusetts  reported  1.784  offenses  of  arson  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1981.     Arson  of  mobile  property   (motor  vehicles,  trailers,  airplanes,  boats,  etc.) 
accounted  for  906  or  50.8%  of  the  arson  reported;   structural  fires  accounted  for  688  or  38.6%; 
with  the  "all  other"  category   (crops,  timber,   fences,  signs,  etc.)   accounting  for  the  remaining 
190  or  10.7%.     The  total  property  loss  from  reported  arson  was  $7,099,468.     This  information  was 
compiled  from  reports  submitted  by  an  average  290  agencies  during  the  past  six  months  which  repre- 
sents 89.2%  of  our  contributors.     24.8%  of  this  average  received  were  active  arson  reports. 


During  the  first  six  months  of  1981,  1,184  Law  Enforcement  Officers  were  assaulted.  Compared 
with  1980  when  there  were  1,258  assaulted,   this  shows  a  trend  decrease  of  5.9%. 


